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DEC brownfield cleanup program marks successful year in 2021

s

NYSDEC Commissioner Basil S

42 cleanups completed, 90 new sites accepted into BCP

eggos and then-lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul tour the former Tona
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wanda Coke main plant site. (Photo court

esy of DEC) ® NYSDEC Commissioner Basil Seggos and a

Niagara River habitat ecologist visit the habitat improvement project and in-water habitat construction area at Spicer Creek Wildlife Management Area along the Niagara River on Grand Island.

(Photos courtesy of DEC)

New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
Commissioner Basil Seggos cel-
ebrated another year of success-
ful environmental cleanups this
week as part of the state’s brown-
field cleanup programs. Included
are a number of sites in Buffalo-
Niagara.

“New York’s Brownfield Clean-
up Program is a powerful tool
transforming former industrial
properties across the state, im-
proving quality of life, and revi-
talizing communities,” Seggos
said. “With site visits to cleanups
from Buffalo to Long Island, I've
seen first-hand just how valuable
this program is for New York.
During 2021, DEC’s brownfield
cleanup program completed 42
cleanups and accepted 90 new

sites into the program. With
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s leadership,
DEC is bolstering our commit-
ment to restore, redevelop and
revitalize abandoned and under-
utilized properties in even more
neighborhoods, particularly in
communities historically over-
burdened by environmental pol-
lution.”

Among the local sites involved
in DEC brownfield cleanups are
the former Tonawanda Coke
plant on River Road in Tonawa-
nda, and the Spicer Creek Wild-
life Management Area along the
Niagara River on Grand Island.

Seggos said that, in 2021, DEC
issued a total of 42 certificates of
completion and accepted 90 new
sites into the program, helping
to protect public health and the
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environment across New York
state, while revitalizing neigh-
borhoods and strengthening lo-
cal economies.

In her 2022 State of the State
agenda and 2022-2023 execu-
tive budget, Hochul proposed to
build upon the success of New
York state’s brownfield cleanup
program by extending and ex-
panding the program, which is
set to expire in December. The
proposal, which includes the 10-
year extension, would reautho-
rize the program and improve it
by making property tax credits
available in certain disadvan-
taged, low-income communities,
and providing credits for the de-
velopment of certain renewable
energy facility sites to help focus
brownfield cleanup program-

Higgins: Federal fire
grants for fire safety

Congressman Brian Higgins an-
nounced the Fire Prevention and
Safety (FP&S) Grant application
period is now open with a deadline
of 5 p.m. Feb. 18.

“In times of emergency, a quick
and well-trained response can
make a critical difference and save
lives,” Higgins said. “The Fire Pre-
vention & Safety program works to
support education and training ef-
forts to ensure firefighters and our
community are prepared, keeping
them safe. We encourage local de-
partments and nonprofit organiza-
tions to apply.”

With the primary goal of reduc-
ing injury and preventing death
among highrisk  populations,
FP&S grants are part of the As-
sistance to Firefighters Grant pro-
gram and work to support projects
in fire departments and nonprofit
organizations that enhance safety
for both the public and firefighters.

Congress approved $46 mil-
lion through appropriations and
American Rescue Plan funding for
FP&S grants in the current cycle.
Eligible uses of the federal fund-

ing include public education, train-
ing, juvenile fire programs, arson
investigation and code enforce-
ment. In 2005, Congress expanded
eligible uses of FP&S funds to in-
clude firefighter safety research
and development, such as clinical
studies or technology and product
development.

Webinars hosted by FEMA will
serve to provide an overview of the
program and application process,
as well as assistance in preparing

materials for interested fire depart-
ments. The first in the series runs
from 2-3:30 p.m. Thursday, with ad-
ditional sessions found at: https://
www.fema.gov/grants/prepared-
ness/firefighters/workshops.

Applicants with questions can
also contact the fire grants help
desk at firegrants@fema.dhs.gov
or 1-866-274-0960. More informa-
tion is available at https://www.
fema.gov/fire-prevention-safety-
grants.

Join us for our next Podcast!
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driven redevelopment (and meet
the state’s climate goals).

Hochul also plans to grow the
State’s brownfield opportunity
area (BOA) program, which pro-
vides communities with guid-
ance, expertise and financial
assistance to help develop re-
vitalization strategies for areas
affected by urban blight or eco-
nomic distress.

“The brownfield cleanup pro-
gram continues to transform
communities from blight to eco-

nomic and environmentally sus-
tainable areas across the state,”
Acting Secretary of State Robert
J. Rodriguez said. “Under Gow.
Hochul’s leadership, we will con-
tinue to redevelop and revitalize
these underutilized and dormant
areas and continue to make our
communities stronger.”

For more information about
the brownfield cleanup program,
visit  https://www.dec.ny.gov/
chemical/8450.html.
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Pay in Person:

TOWN OF WHEATFIELD 2022
Town/County Tax Notice
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF TAX ROLL AND WARRANT
PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE AS FOLLOWS:

Mail Payments to: Kathleen Harrington-McDonell, Town Clerk
2800 Church Road
North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Wheatfield Town Hall, Town Clerk
2800 Church Road
Mon-Tues -Thurs-Fri 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Wed- 8:00 am - 7:00 pm January only
There is a drop box located at Town Hall for your convenience
Pay online at www.wheatfield.ny.us
Payments can no longer be made at the bank

LAST DAY TO PAY WITHOUT PENALTY IS January 31, 2022
All Taxes received after such date, there shall be added interest of
1% to 02/28/22 and 2% to 03/31/22, after such date all County Taxes
are payable to the county Treasurer with 5% penalty and interest
calculated at a rate of 1% per month on the tax and penalty.
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